
 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

MA Standards Software - Data Exchange Standard - Referee 12 

V2  13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

Distribution:  20 
FIFA: IT  21 
 22 

 23 

Authors:  24 
Patrick Steger 25 
Zühlke Engineering – Software Engineering Consultant 26 
Patrick.Steger@zuehlke.com 27 
 28 

 29 

 30 

Maturity Level: 31 

FIFA Standard 32 

 33 

 34 

Version:  35 
V 2.0 / December 2011 36 

37 



 

- 2 - 

General information 38 

Document identification Title: MA Standards Software – Data Exchange Standard – Referee V2 

File name: MA Standards Software - Data Exchange Standard - Referee V2.doc 

File format: MS Word 2003 

Document status  In progress X Final (ready for acceptance) 

Document history 39 

Version Reason for change Created by Date 

1.0 This document did not exist for Version 1 of the Standard. It was part of the 

[CORE] standard. For the changes that happened during the development of 

the Data Exchange Standard Version 2, see MA Standards Software – Data 

Exchange Standard – Player V2.doc. 

P.Steger Nov. 2011 

2.0 Initial Version of this document. 

Moved types from Player Management. 

Changed Copyright based on FIFA legal requirements. 

P. Steger 05.12.2011 

Validity 40 

This process description is valid with effect from:  

 41 

42 



 

- 3 - 

Table of Contents 43 

 44 

1. Abstract ............................................................................................................................................... 5 45 

2. Acknowledgement .............................................................................................................................. 5 46 

2.1. For the data exchange standard version 2 – referee .................................................................... 5 47 

3. Terminology and notational conventions ............................................................................................ 6 48 

4. Namespaces ........................................................................................................................................ 6 49 

5. Message Header ................................................................................................................................... 7 50 

5.1. Referee management data .......................................................................................................... 7 51 

6. Referee Management messages .......................................................................................................... 9 52 

6.1. Referee ....................................................................................................................................... 9 53 

6.1.1. RefereeRanking ..................................................................................................................... 10 54 

6.1.2. RefereeQualification ............................................................................................................. 10 55 

6.2. RefereeRegistration ................................................................................................................... 10 56 

7. Abbreviations ..................................................................................................................................... 14 57 

8. XML Schema ...................................................................................................................................... 15 58 
9. References ..........................................................................................................................................16 59 

10. Copyright ....................................................................................................................................... 17 60 

 61 

62 



 

- 4 - 

List of Figures 63 

 64 

Pic. 1. RefereeManagementData ........................................................................................................... 7 65 

Pic. 2. RefereeType ............................................................................................................................... 9 66 

Pic. 3. RefereeRegistrationType ........................................................................................................... 11 67 

 68 

69 



 

- 5 - 

1.  Abstract 70 

This document is part of the normative technical specification for the FIFA data exchange standard. It 71 

defines the referee management related types and XML messages to be exchanged within the FIFA family 72 

and other interested parties. 73 

The purpose of this specification is to support the FIFA family and other interested parties in building 74 

applications and processes that enable the exchange of referee management related data in a defined and 75 

standardized way. Typical examples of referee management related data are Referee and 76 

RefereeRegistration. It depends heavily on the Core Data Exchange Standard [CORE] which is a 77 

prerequisite when implementing this standard. 78 

In addition the FIFA family and other interested parties can leverage common understanding and 79 
agreement within the community (on the data types) to create even more advanced data exchange 80 

procedures in the future.  81 

 82 

2. Acknowledgement 83 
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 120 

3. Terminology and notational conventions 121 

This standard specification uses the same terminology and notational conventions as defined in [CORE]. 122 

4. Namespaces 123 

The following namespaces are used in this document: 124 
Prefix Namespace 

xsd http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema 

xmime http://www.w3.org/2005/05/xmlmime 

fe http://fifa.com/exchange/fe.  This is the namespace of the MA Standards Software – Data 
Exchange Standard – Core [CORE] Standard. 

fer http://fifa.com/exchange/fer.  This is the namespace of the types defined in this standard. 

 125 

 126 

127 
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5. Message Header 128 

5.1. Referee management data 129 

Element name: RefereeManagementData 130 

ComplexType name: RefereeManagementDataType 131 

Type MUST be supported: Yes 132 

 133 

When performing file based import/export this is the root element of the xml document of referee 134 

management. It contains information about the exporting party and the time when the export took place. 135 

This is the Envelop that contains any of the standardized FIFA data records of referee management. 136 

 137 

 138 
Pic. 1. RefereeManagementData 139 

 140 
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Attribute Type / Format Documentation Possible Values / 

Example 

Mand. 

ExportingOrganizati

onName 

fe:String50 The English (international) name of 

the organization that created the 

containing xml document. 

/ FIFA Yes 

ExportDate fe:DateTime The date and time when the data in 
the document was current. 

/ 2009-10-
01T11:12:12Z 

Yes 

ExportingOrganizati

onId 

fe:Identifier The worldwide unique id of the 

organization that created the 

containing xml document. 

 No 

 141 
Element Type / Format 

[Multiplicity] 

Documentation Possible Values / 

Example 

Mand. 

Referee fep:RefereeType 

[0..*] 

Referee information for person(s). See RefereeType. No 

RefereeRegistration fep:RefereeRegistr

ationType 
[0..*] 

Referee registration(s) for 

person(s). 

See 

RefereeRegistrationTy
pe. 

No 

any [0..*] Any custom entity. 

Implementations MAY support 

this element. If implementations 

do not support this element they 

MUST ignore all content within 

this element. 

 No 

CustomExtension fe: 
CustomExtensionT
ype 

[0..100] 

To support simple key/value 

custom extensions for this type. 

See 

CustomExtensionType 
in [CORE]. 

No 

 142 

Example: 143 
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 144 
<fer:RefereeManagementData ExportingOrganizationId="010000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000001" 145 
ExportDate="2001-12-17T09:30:47Z" ExportingOrganizationName="FIFA" 146 
xsi:schemaLocation="http://fifa.com/exchange/fer referee-management-data-2.0.xsd" 147 
xmlns:fe="http://fifa.com/exchange/fe" xmlns:fer="http://fifa.com/exchange/fer" 148 
xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance" xmlns:xmime="http://www.w3.org/2005/05/xmlmime"> 149 
 <fer:Referee Status="retired" PersonId="060000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000002"> 150 
  <fer:Sanction SanctionDate="2008-10-21Z" SanctionType="Penalty fee $ 20'000" > 151 
   <fe:Description>For corruption.</fe:Description> 152 
  </fer:Sanction> 153 
  <fer:RefereeAchievement Title="Referee of the Worldcup" AwardDate="2008-12-21Z"/>  154 
  <fer:Ranking/> 155 
  <fer:Qualification/> 156 
 </fer:Referee> 157 
 <fer:RefereeRegistration OrganizationId="010000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000001" PersonId="060000000-158 
0000-4000-9000-000000000003" RefereeRegistrationId="0b0000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000001" 159 
ValidFrom="2001-12-17T09:30:47Z" Discipline="Football" ValidTo="2001-12-17T09:30:47Z" Role="Assistant 160 
Referee 1" Gender="male"> 161 
  <fer:Licence OfficialLicence="A-Licence" DateOfIssue="2009-10-12Z" PlaceOfIssue="Zurich" 162 
LicenceNumber="23454657u68"/> 163 
  <fer:CustomExtension Key="RedCardsShown"> 164 
   <fe:Value>123</fe:Value> 165 
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  </fer:CustomExtension> 166 
 </fer:RefereeRegistration> 167 
</fer:RefereeManagementData> 168 

6. Referee Management messages 169 

6.1. Referee 170 

ComplexType name: RefereeType 171 

Type MUST be supported: Yes 172 

 173 

This type contains referee specific information of a Person. The RefereeRegistration contains current and 174 

historical information about the associations of a person to organizations while being a referee. In contrast 175 

this type contains all information about a person being a referee that is independent of the organization 176 

the person is working for. You can also conceive the Referee as a role a Person can assume. 177 

 178 
Pic. 2. RefereeType 179 

 180 

 181 



 

- 10 - 

Attribute Type / Format Documentation Possible Values / 

Example 

Mand. 

PersonId fe:Identifier The worldwide unique id of the 

person this referee is. 

 Yes 

Status fe:RoleStatusType The status of the referee. See [CORE]. Yes 

 182 
Element Type / Format 

[Multiplicity] 

Documentation Possible Values / 

Example 

Mand. 

Sanction fe:SanctionType 
[0..100] 

The sanctions decreed against this 
referee. 

See [CORE]. No 

RefereeAchievemen

t 

fe:AchievementTy

pe 

[0..100] 

The Achievement(s) / Award(s) / 

Honour(s) of the referee. 

See [CORE]. No 

Ranking fer:RefereeRankin

gType 

[0..1] 

The Ranking of the person in this 

refree role. 

 No 

Qualification fer:RefereeQualific

ationType 

The qualifications of the referee.  No 

CustomExtension fe:CustomExtensio

nType 

[0..100] 

Custom extensions for the 

referee. 

See [CORE]. No 

 183 

Example: 184 
<fer:Referee Status="retired" PersonId=" 060000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000002"> 185 
 <fer:Sanction SanctionDate="2008-10-21Z" SanctionType="Penalty fee $ 20'000" > 186 
  <fe:Description>For corruption.</fe:Description> 187 
 </fer:Sanction> 188 
 <fer:RefereeAchievement Title="Referee of the Worldcup" AwardDate="2008-12-21Z"/>  189 
 <fer:Ranking/> 190 
 <fer:Qualification/> 191 
</fer:Referee> 192 

6.1.1. RefereeRanking 193 

Reserved for future use. 194 

6.1.2. RefereeQualification 195 

Reserved for future use.  196 

6.2. RefereeRegistration 197 

ComplexType name: RefereeRegistrationType 198 

Type MUST be supported: Yes 199 

 200 

This represents a generic referee registration and its attributes. A referee registaration is assigned to a 201 

person. A referee registration marks a person as a referee for the given validity period. This is a kind of 202 

association a person may currently have, a person had in the past or will have in the future (referee history 203 

and current referee duty). 204 
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 205 
Pic. 3. RefereeRegistrationType 206 
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 207 
Attribute Type / Format Documentation Possible Values / 

Example 

Mand. 

RefereeRegistration

Id 

fe:Identifier This is the worldwide unique id of 

the referee registration record. It 

is unchangeable. 

 Yes 

PersonId fe:Identifier This is the worldwide unique id of 
the person this referee 

registration belongs to. You can 

think of this as a foreign key to 

person. 

 Yes 

OrganizationId fe:Identifier This is the worldwide unique id of 

the club or organization the 

person is registered for as a 

referee. 

 Yes 

ValidFrom fe:DateTime This is the date and time when the 

validity of this referee registration 

record starts. In other words the 

person is an active/current referee 

if validFrom (less or equal than) 

actual date (less or equal than) 

validTo. If actual date (less than) 

validFrom this is a future referee 
record. If actual date (greater 

than) validTo this is a history 

referee record (=FIFA Passport 

entry). 

/ 2010-12-01T13:00:00Z Yes 

Role fe:MatchOfficialRo

leType / 

enumeration 

The role of the referee when 

working for the organization. 

See [CORE]. Yes 

Discipline fe:DisciplineType This is the discipline this referee 
registration is for. If there are 

multiple disciplines for the same 

validity period, create multiple 

referee registration records. 

See [CORE]. Yes 

Gender fe:GenderType The Gender of the players where 

the person can be a referee. If 

there are multiple genders for the 

discipline, create multiple referee 
registration records. 

See [CORE]. Yes 

ValidTo fe:DateTime This is the date and time when the 

validity of the referee registration 

record ends. If there is no valid to 

entry this means that the validity 

is open ended. For more details 

see the documentation of the 

ValidFrom attribute. 

/ 2010-12-30Z No 

 208 
209 
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 210 
Element Type / Format 

[Multiplicity] 

Documentation Possible Values / 

Example 

Mand. 

Licence fe:LicenceType 

[1] 

This is the referee licence the 

person holds. 

See [CORE]. Yes 

AlsoKnownAs fe:Identifier 

[0..100] 

The unique identifiers that are 

known to be duplicates of this 
Referee registration. Note that 

according to the specification all 

these Identifiers MUST be 

lexicographically smaller than the 

RefereeRegistrationId. 

 No 

CustomExtension fe:CustomExtensio

nType 

[0..100] 

Custom extensions for the referee 

registration. Note that you may 

not duplicate any existing 
attributes or elements using 

custom extensions. 

See [CORE]. No 

 211 

Example: 212 
<fer:RefereeRegistration OrganizationId=" 010000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000001" PersonId=" 060000000-0000-213 
4000-9000-000000000003" RefereeRegistrationId=" 0b0000000-0000-4000-9000-000000000001" ValidFrom="2001-214 
12-17T09:30:47Z" Discipline="Football" ValidTo="2001-12-17T09:30:47Z" Role=" Assistant Referee 1" 215 
Gender="male"> 216 
 <fer:Licence OfficialLicence="A-Licence" DateOfIssue="2009-10-12Z" PlaceOfIssue="Zurich" 217 
LicenceNumber="23454657u68"/> 218 
 <fer:CustomExtension Key="RedCardsShown"> 219 
  <fe:Value>123</fe:Value> 220 
 </fer:CustomExtension> 221 
</fer:RefereeRegistration>  222 

223 
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7. Abbreviations 224 

Abbreviation Description 

FIFA Fédération Internationale de Football Association. 

IANA Internet Assigned Numbers Authority. 

IETF Internet Engineering Task Force. 

ISO International Organization for Standardization. 

Mand. Mandatory. In the context of this document used as header in tables. The element or attribute 

MUST be provided in the XML document if the value is “Yes”. 

MIME Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions. 

RFC Request for Comments by the IETF. 

UCS Universal Character Set. 

UTF-8 8-bit UCS/Unicode Transformation Format. 

XML Extensible Markup Language. 

 225 

226 
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8. XML Schema 227 

The XML types and elements used in this specification are defined in the following XML Schema 228 

documents: 229 

• referee-2.0.xsd – Referee and related types. 230 

• referee-registration-2.0.xsd – Referee registration and related types. 231 

• referee-management-data-2.0.xsd – The Message Header. 232 
All these XML Schema documents are part of the standard and can be obtained from [DSSchema]. 233 

234 
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9. References 235 
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10. Copyright 238 

The FIFA Data Exchange Standard document (“Document”) including all images and text therein (the 239 

"Content") is exclusively owned by FIFA. 240 

  241 

FIFA asks any interested user to sign an Authorisation Letter in order to be authorised to implement the 242 

Content (“Permitted Users”). In the implementation Permitted Users are allowed to modify, amend, 243 

extend, enhance and/or adjust the Contents provided that the respective Permitted User submits to FIFA 244 

any suggested change it has made to the Contents. For the avoidance of doubt, Permitted Users are not 245 

allowed to copy, modify, change, distribute and/or display the Document itself in any way. 246 

 247 
For more information, consult your copyright attorney. 248 

  249 

Non-permitted users who are interested to receive the Document and/or implement or use the Content 250 

should contact FIFA directly. 251 

FIFA takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any intellectual property or other rights that might 252 

be claimed to the implementation or use of the Document described in the Content or to the extent to 253 

which any licence under such rights might not be available; neither does it represent that it has made any 254 

effort to identify such rights. 255 

 256 

FIFA invites any interested parties to bring to its attention any copyright works, patents or patent 257 

applications, or other proprietary rights which may cover technology that may be required to practice or 258 

implement the FIFA Data Exchange Standard.  259 

 260 

© 2011 FIFA. All Rights Reserved. 261 
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